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Introduction 
We are delighted that you are considering studying Geography at A Level. 

This pack contains a programme of activities and resources to prepare you to start an A Level in 

Geography in September.   

The specification overview 

 

At Sydenham, the Geographical Debates topics for next year are Hazard Earth and Disease 

Dilemmas. 

The Geography A-level is assessed by three exams at the end of the two year course and an 

individual fieldwork investigation.  Fieldwork is integral to the course and includes day fieldtrips 

in Year 12 and a residential fieldtrip in Year 13 to Swanage.  

 
 
 



Pathways Assignment 
Complete all the tasks in both of these sections: 

A: Introducing your first topic: Changing spaces; making places 

B: Geographical Debates: Disease Dilemmas 

 

You should also try to explore some of the wider reading and watching links at the end of this 

document, to broaden your knowledge further. 

 

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact Mr. Davidson at 

t.davidson@sydenham.lewisham.sch.uk  

 

  

mailto:t.davidson@sydenham.lewisham.sch.uk


A: Introducing your first topic: Changing spaces; making places 

What’s in a place? 

READ THIS: Geographers are interested in how and why places differ from one another.  We 

also look at the similarities and interconnections between places.  Globalisation has meant that 

increasing numbers of places are linked together with each other through complex webs of 

connections.  The Changing Spaces, Making Places unit enables you to think carefully about 

how places have changed and why. 

In this part of your pathways assignment, you are going to think about the characteristics of 

Lewisham and how planned changes might affect the local population. 

TASK 1: KEY VOCABULARY 

To begin with you are going learn some of the key terms that are required in the initial section 

of the course.  The glossary at the end of this document provides you with the meanings of all 

the key terms in the Changing Spaces, Making Places unit.  Learn the definitions of the key 

terms with the asterisk (*) by them. 

Complete this quiz: This is a multiple choice quiz to help you get to grips with the meanings of 

the key terms.  We suggest you do this quiz several times over the course of the summer to 

help develop your long term memory. 

TASK 2: THE CHARACTERISTICS OF LEWISHAM  

A number of characteristics interact to make up the identity of a place at a local scale.   

Produce a Power Point presentation that gives an overview of the characteristics of Lewisham 

using the prompts below: 

Characteristic What should you include 

Physical 
Geography 

Altitude, aspect, rivers 
Use p42-46 from this link to help you. 

Demography Number of inhabitants 
Ages – how is the age structure (look at the population pyramid) 
different to that of London and the UK?  What impact does this have for 
the provision of schools and care for the elderly? 
Gender – like most people in the UK, there are more females than males.  
Why is this the case (hint, research the life expectancy of the different 
groups. 
Ethnicity – Can you convert the data in this table into a graph or pie 
chart?  What are the advantages and disadvantages of the way you 
choose to present your data? 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=h9QAaH_3E0malp8MO6SkLsL6Nj4QWnFAkOm1DdBQXfFURFYzNk9KM1ZMNzlON0xUU1dDMFNUVjBLSi4u
https://consultation.lewisham.gov.uk/planning/lewisham-characterisation-study/supporting_documents/Lewisham%20Characterisation%20Study.pdf
http://www.lewishamjsna.org.uk/a-profile-of-lewisham/demography
http://www.lewishamjsna.org.uk/a-profile-of-lewisham/demography
http://www.lewishamjsna.org.uk/a-profile-of-lewisham/demography/population
http://www.lewishamjsna.org.uk/a-profile-of-lewisham/demography/population
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London_Borough_of_Lewisham#Ethnicity


Socio-economic Employment – what are the main types of employment in Lewisham (can 
you convert the occupation data into a graph?),how does the level of 
unemployment compare to the London and national averages? 
Income and Deprivation – What is deprivation and inequality like in 
Lewisham? Which parts of Lewisham suffer from the greatest levels of 
deprivation?  What are the impacts of this? 

Cultural Research the following in Lewisham – how do they contribute to the 
identity of Lewisham? 

Religion 
Local traditions 
Local clubs 
Societies 

Political Local, regional and national government – Research the role and 
responsibilities of: 

- The London Borough of Lewisham – the local authority 
- The Mayor of London and the Greater London Authority 
- National government 
- Local groups such as residents associations 

Built 
environment 

Age and style of buildings 
Density of housing 
This report might help you summarise how the built environment has 
changed over time. 

 

READ THIS: Gentrification and Regeneration: 

Areas are always changing, partly because of the operation of the economic system, manifested 

through the actions of businesses, construction and the choices people make, and partly 

because of the actions of local and national government.  These changes have different impacts 

on different groups of people, with some winning, and others losing as a result of change. 

TASK 3: Research the Lewisham Council strategy for the regeneration of Lewisham.  Produce 

a Powerpoint, Word Document or Sway article that summarises: 

1. The key plans for regenerating Lewisham 

2. Regeneration can lead to gentrification.  What is gentrification? Which stakeholders in 

Lewisham might benefit from this, and which stakeholders might suffer?  To help 

understand this you should try these wider reading links on the impacts of gentrification 

in other areas: 

a. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D4by4BEPwAw  

b. https://urban-regeneration.worldbank.org/node/45 

c. http://www.pensandoelterritorio.com/gentrification-and-urban-renewal-of-

brixton-a-london-neighborhood/ 

https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/reports/lmp/la/1946157254/report.aspx#tabempunemp
https://www.trustforlondon.org.uk/data/boroughs/lewisham-poverty-and-inequality-indicators/
http://www.lewishamjsna.org.uk/sites/default/files/A%20Picture%20of%20Lewisham%20-%20Full%20Document%20%282019-20%29%20PART%20A.pdf#overlay-context=a-profile-of-lewisham
https://blog.lyvly.uk/lewisham-london-guide
https://consultation.lewisham.gov.uk/planning/lewisham-characterisation-study/supporting_documents/Lewisham%20Characterisation%20Study.pdf
https://lewisham.gov.uk/inmyarea/regeneration/lewishamtowncentre
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D4by4BEPwAw
https://urban-regeneration.worldbank.org/node/45
http://www.pensandoelterritorio.com/gentrification-and-urban-renewal-of-brixton-a-london-neighborhood/
http://www.pensandoelterritorio.com/gentrification-and-urban-renewal-of-brixton-a-london-neighborhood/


d. https://www.theguardian.com/cities/datablog/2016/jan/14/how-has-brixton-

really-changed-the-data-behind-the-story 

 

3. How do you think the coronavirus might change the plans for regenerating Lewisham?  

What are your reasons for this?  Use this reading to help: 

a. https://www.ons.gov.uk/businessindustryandtrade/business/businessservices/b

ulletins/coronavirusandtheeconomicimpactsontheuk/23april2020 

b. https://www.building.co.uk/communities/coronavirus-and-construction-brace-

yourselves/5104820.article  

 

  

https://www.theguardian.com/cities/datablog/2016/jan/14/how-has-brixton-really-changed-the-data-behind-the-story
https://www.theguardian.com/cities/datablog/2016/jan/14/how-has-brixton-really-changed-the-data-behind-the-story
https://www.ons.gov.uk/businessindustryandtrade/business/businessservices/bulletins/coronavirusandtheeconomicimpactsontheuk/23april2020
https://www.ons.gov.uk/businessindustryandtrade/business/businessservices/bulletins/coronavirusandtheeconomicimpactsontheuk/23april2020
https://www.building.co.uk/communities/coronavirus-and-construction-brace-yourselves/5104820.article
https://www.building.co.uk/communities/coronavirus-and-construction-brace-yourselves/5104820.article


B: Geographical debates – Disease Dilemmas 

The disease dilemmas unit investigates the causes, impacts and management of disease around 

the world.  The current COVID-19 pandemic highlights to us how globalisation has meant the 

spread of disease is more complex to manage than ever before, and the effects more far 

reaching.  Part of the unit investigates the differences between endemic diseases, epidemics 

and pandemics: 

• Endemic diseases: exist permanently in a geographical area or population group, eg. 

sleeping sickness in rural areas in sub-Saharan Africa.  Sleeping sickness is caused by a 

parasite transmitted to humans by the bite of an infected tsetse fly. 

• An epidemic: is an outbreak of a disease that attacks many people at the same time and 

spreads through a population in a restricted geographical area.  When COVID-19 was 

first restricted to a few geographic areas, it was known as an epidemic.  Ebola in West 

Africa in 2014 was an epidemic; 25,000 were infected and 10,5000 died, mainly in 

Liberia, Sierra Leone and Guinea. 

• A pandemic: is an epidemic that has spread worldwide.  COVID-19 is a pandemic.  Other 

examples of pandemics include: 

o The Black Death (bubonic plague) in the mid 14th century, which killed an 

estimated 75-200 million people worldwide 

o The Spanish flu in 1918-19 which affected one third of the world population and 

killed 50 million people. 

This video from the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine might be useful: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/health-51224894/epidemic-v-pandemic-what-s-the-difference  

 

TASK 1: The social, economic and environmental impacts of disease are significant.  Read about 

the coronavirus (COVID-19) around the world and produce a detailed mind map of the impacts 

of communicable disease.  This should compare how the impacts are different in countries at 

different levels of development (and perhaps whether there are differences within those 

categories too). 

These two webpage provide a useful overview of web-links to help with this research:  

The Geographical Association: https://www.geography.org.uk/The-geography-of-coronavirus 

The Royal Geographical Association: https://www.rgs.org/schools/teaching-resources/the-

coronavirus/   

Geographical Magazine: https://geographical.co.uk/   

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/health-51224894/epidemic-v-pandemic-what-s-the-difference
https://www.geography.org.uk/The-geography-of-coronavirus
https://www.rgs.org/schools/teaching-resources/the-coronavirus/
https://www.rgs.org/schools/teaching-resources/the-coronavirus/
https://geographical.co.uk/


TASK 2 : ‘Managing disease is more successful in countries with weaker human rights records’.  

Discuss this statement in an essay format.  You should write no more than 1000 words.   

When you are writing this, you should research the following key ideas and reach a clear 

conclusion: 

1. How successful has the management of the coronavirus been in China, compared to the 

UK and USA.  (You might also want to look at a country like Greece or Germany who has 

had much lower death rates than the UK and USA). 

2. To what extent does managing the coronavirus impinge upon human rights? 

(particularly the Freedom to Move) 

3. Is it easier to control a population if you have fewer human rights controls? 

4. Has experience of other epidemics (eg. SARS, MERS and bird/avian flu) meant some 

countries were better prepared that others? 

5. What other factors have affected how successful countries have been in controlling the 

spread of coronavirus?   

6. What is the role of global bodies such as the World Health Organisation and what 

factors affect their effectiveness? 

Follow the PEEL structure for each paragraph: 

 

Academic Referencing: 

When you include evidence or quotes, include a footnote that shows where you got your 

evidence from.  Include a bibliography at the end. 

This guide, from the University of Bristol, shows you how to do this: 

http://www.bristol.ac.uk/arts/exercises/referencing/referencing%20skills/page_07.htm 

You might find this website useful: https://www.harvardgenerator.com/ .  If you paste the web-

link into the relevant box, it gives you the format for your reference that you can use in your 

footnote and bibliography. 

http://www.bristol.ac.uk/arts/exercises/referencing/referencing%20skills/page_07.htm
https://www.harvardgenerator.com/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.virtuallibrary.info%2Fpeel-paragraph-writing.html&psig=AOvVaw17OELRlPaJV9MEqC9S-Hl4&ust=1588520589293000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCOCKmr3ClekCFQAAAAAdAAAAABBM
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Fmrsherlockgeog%2Fstatus%2F1088203367942447106&psig=AOvVaw17OELRlPaJV9MEqC9S-Hl4&ust=1588520589293000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCOCKmr3ClekCFQAAAAAdAAAAABA2


Wider Watching and Reading 

The more you can broaden your geographical knowledge over the summer, the better prepared 

you will be for the challenge of A Level Geography.  Try dipping into these links over the next 

few months. 

 

1. Try these TED Talks: 

o https://www.ted.com/talks/parag_khanna_how_megacities_are_changing_the_

map_of_the_world 

o https://www.ted.com/talks/luisa_neubauer_why_you_should_be_a_climate_act

ivist  

 

2. There are some great links and videos on the Gap Minder website: 

o https://www.gapminder.org/ 

 

3. Before the Flood – the documentary about climate change by Leonardo DiCaprio gives 

you an excellent insight into the causes and impacts of climate change: 

o https://www.beforetheflood.com/about/ 

o https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zbEnOYtsXHA  

 

4. These Future Learn courses on climate change will give you an excellent grounding for 

the unit on Earth’s Life Support Systems: 

 

o https://www.futurelearn.com/subjects/nature-and-environment-

courses/climate-change  

 

5. Try some journals.   

o The National Geographical Magazine (this is very focused upon the United 

States)  

o Take out a subscription to the Geographical Association for Geography Review 

(you have to pay for this) 

 

6. Journals and magazines are a good way of keeping up to date with what’s happening in 

the world of geography. You can subscribe for a year or buy individual past publications.  

National Geographic: https: //www.national-geographic-magazine.co.uk/home 

Geographical magazine: https://.geographical.co.uk/ 

Geography Review 

Read The Week or Economist to get an understanding of international trade. 

https://www.ted.com/talks/parag_khanna_how_megacities_are_changing_the_map_of_the_world
https://www.ted.com/talks/parag_khanna_how_megacities_are_changing_the_map_of_the_world
https://www.ted.com/talks/luisa_neubauer_why_you_should_be_a_climate_activist
https://www.ted.com/talks/luisa_neubauer_why_you_should_be_a_climate_activist
https://www.gapminder.org/
https://www.beforetheflood.com/about/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zbEnOYtsXHA
https://www.futurelearn.com/subjects/nature-and-environment-courses/climate-change
https://www.futurelearn.com/subjects/nature-and-environment-courses/climate-change


 

7. The BBC Science and Nature documentaries offer a powerful insight into the beauty and 

fragility of our natural world.  Try some of the Horizon episodes or enjoy a David 

Attenborough Box Set.  Unmissable viewing if you want to have a grip of what the 

planet is like and how important geography is in learning how to protect it: 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/categories/science-and-nature/featured  

 

8. Try the BBC Volcano Live series – the first one can be found at this link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ksSFfm19cvY 

The course textbook available from Hodder Education.  

 

 

  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/categories/science-and-nature/featured
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ksSFfm19cvY


Changing Spaces, Making Places Glossary 

 

Advanced Countries 
(ACs) * 

Countries that share a number of important economic 
development characteristics, including well-developed financial 
markets, high degrees of financial intermediation and diversified 
economic structures with rapidly growing service sectors. 

Capitalist  * 
The socio-economic system in which the production of goods and 
services takes place to generate profit. A key driving force in the 
system is people’s desire for gain and self-interest. 

Comparative advantage 
The principle that countries or regions benefit from specialising in 
an economic activity in which they are relatively more efficient or 
skilled. 

Comprehensive 
redevelopment 

The planning and rebuilding of a substantial part of an urban area 
involving the demolition of nearly all of the previous buildings 
and infrastructure. 

Core regions 
An area where economic activity is concentrated and living 
standards are relatively high. 

Deindustrialisation * 
The process of social and economic change which is due to the 
reduction in industrial capacity or the activities of a country's 
manufacturing and heavy industry. 

Deprivation * 
When a person’s well-being falls below a generally regarded 
minimum. A range of factors is usually included to measure this 
such as employment, housing, health and education. 

Disposable income * 
The proportion of a person’s income that is left after essentials 
such as housing, food, clothing, heating and taxes have been paid. 

Economic restructuring 
* 

The change in proportions of people working in various economic 
sectors, e.g. the change in ACs from secondary to tertiary 
employment. 

Edge city 
Substantial urban development on the fringe of an existing 
conurbation. They are often formally planned and are relatively 
self-sufficient. 

Emerging & Developing 
Countries (EDCs) * 

Countries that do not share all the economic development 
characteristics required to be advanced, and also are not eligible 
for the Poverty Reduction and Growth Trust, identified by the 
IMF. 

Gated communities * 

Is a form of residential community or housing estate containing 
strictly controlled entrances for pedestrians, bicycles, and 
automobiles, and often characterized by a closed perimeter of 
walls and fences. 

Gentrification * 
Process by which former low-income inner city housing districts 
in ACs are invaded by higher-income groups and refurbished. 

http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/process.html
http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/change.html
http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/due.html
http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/reduction.html
http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/industrial.html
http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/capacity.html
http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/activity.html
http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/country.html
http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/manufacturer.html
http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/heavy-industry.html


Geographic Information 
Systems (GIS) 

Integrated computer tools for gathering, storing, processing and 
analysing geographical data that can be plotted on maps. 

Ghettos 
Concentration of people with similar socio-economic, cultural, or 
ethnic background within a well-defined small part of an urban 
area. 

Gini coefficient 
A statistical measure of the degree of similarity between two sets 
of percentage data 

Global shift 
The locational movement of manufacturing production in 
particular from ACs to EDCs and LIDCs from the 1970s onwards. 

Globalisation * 
The growing integration and interdependence of people’s lives in 
a complex process with economic, social (cultural), political and 
environmental components. 

Global Village * 
The whole world considered as being closely connected by 
modern telecommunications and as being interdependent 
economically, socially, and politically. 

Green belt 
Zone of predominantly rural land use on the periphery of an 
urban area where strict controls on development apply. 

Hierarchy 
A system in which members of an organization or society are 
ranked according to relative status or authority. 

Homogenous Of the same or similar kind. 

Household 
One person living alone, or a group of people (not necessarily 
related) living at the same address. 

Housing tenure * 
The system under which housing is occupied, e.g. owner-
occupiers or tenants renting from a landlord. 

Informal sector 
Those parts of the economy outside official recognition and 
record. People do not need formal qualifications to be employed 
in it, neither is there regulation of it. 

Interconnectedness * 
Is part of a worldview, which sees a oneness in all things. The 
concept is linked to the idea of a, ‘global village.’ 

Interdependence 
Interrelationships between ACs, EDCs and LIDCs through trade, 
FDI, foreign aid and migration. 

Inward flow of 
investment 

is the injection of money from an external source into a region/ 
area. 

Knowledge economy 

Wealth creating activities that gather, store and analyse 
knowledge, e.g. high-tech manufacturing, finance, 
telecommunications, business services, design, education and 
health. 

Life cycle 
The progress of a person through various stages based on age and 
family unit, from infancy to old age. 

Low-income Developing 
Countries (LIDCs) * 

Countries that are eligible for financial support from the IMF 
through the Poverty Reduction and Growth Trust. 

Millenium Development 
Goals (MDG) 

Targets set by the UN in 2000 to improve people’s lives in areas 
such as child mortality, gender equality, poverty and hunger. 



Multinational 
corporation 

A firm with the power to co-ordinate and control operations in 
several countries. 

Multiplier effect 

The process by which a new or expanding economic activity in an 
area creates additional employment as its employees have 
money to spend on goods and services. The wealth of an area 
increases and more economic activity is generated. 

New International 
Division of Labour 
(NIDL) 

Reorganisation of production at the global scale, as a result of 
deindustrialisation in advanced countries and the global spread of 
MNCs. This has produced an overall pattern of higher-paid 
managerial jobs in ACs and lower-paid labouring jobs in LIDCs. 

Objective 
(of a person or their judgement) not influenced by personal 
feelings or opinions in considering and representing facts.  

Perception * 
Culture, personal background and socioeconomic level that 
influences a person’s understanding of the geography of their 
local area. 

Periphery  
The periphery are those countries that are not reaping the 
benefits of global wealth and globalisation. Factors include: lack 
of investment, net migration loss and harsher climates. 

Place * 
is more than just a location and can be described as a location 
created by human experiences (meaning). Both location and 
meaning creates a place. 

Players (Stakeholders)  * 
Individual or organization with an interest and/or influence in 
actions, decisions or operations of an organization. Also known as 
a stakeholder. 

Post-industrial * 
A society and economy no longer dominated by the secondary 
sector but one where the great majority of people are involved in 
tertiary activities. 

Primary sector 
Economic activities that produce food, fuel and raw materials, 
e.g. agriculture, forestry, fishing, mining, quarrying and water 
supplies. 

Quality of life * 
The extent to which people’s needs and desires (social, 
psychological or physical) are met. 

Quaternary sector 
Economic activities that provide services to other economic 
activities, e.g. finance, research and development, advertising 
and consultancy. 

Rebranding 
Developments aimed at changing negative perceptions of a place, 
making it more attractive to investment. 

Regeneration 
The investment of capital and ideas into an area to revitalize and 
renew its socio-economic and environmental status. 

Reimaging 
Developments associated with rebranding and usually involving 
cultural, artistic or sporting elements. 

Scale 
Is a statement of the relationship between distances on a map 
and distances in real life. 

http://geography.about.com/od/globalproblemsandissues/a/globalization.htm


Secondary sector 
Economic activities involving manufacturing industries, e.g. 
processing raw materials, making semi-finished and finished 
goods. 

Social inequality * 
The unequal distribution of factors such as income, education or 
health across a population. 

Space * 
A location which has no social connections for a human being. No 
value/ meaning has been attributed to this space. 

Spatial inequality * 
The unequal distribution of factors such as income, education or 
health across geographic space at any scale. 

Stakeholders (Players) * 
Individual or organization with an interest and/or influence in 
actions, decisions or operations of an organization. Also known as 
a player. 

Standard of living * 
The ability to access services and goods. This includes basics such 
as food and water, clothes, housing and personal mobility. 

Studentification 
The process by which specific neighbourhoods become 
dominated  by student residential occupation. 

Subjective based on or influenced by personal feelings, tastes, or opinions. 

Sustainable 
Development Goals 
(SDG) 

These are inter-governmentally agreed set of 17 targets relating 
to international development to improve people’s lives in areas 
such as poverty, inequality and injustice alongside tackling 
climate change by 2030. The SDGs replaced the Millenium 
Development Goals in 2015. 

Tertiary sector 
Economic activities providing services, e.g. education and health, 
legal, financial, insurance and government. 

Threshold 
The minimum number of people or spending required to support 
a good or service. 

Time-space compression 
* 

A set of processes leading to a ‘shrinking world’ caused by 
reductions in the relative distance between places, e.g. travel-
time 

Transnational 
corporation (TNCs) 

Very large company with factories and offices in more than one 
country, which markets products and services worldwide. 

 


