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PATHWAYS -PHOTOGRAPHY 

 

WJEC Eduqas A level Art and Design (Photography) A656QS 

Course outline at a topic level: 

The first term of the course gives students the opportunity to develop their photographic 
and analytical skills. We start by learning about the digital SLR and experimenting through 
recording what we see. Throughout the course we will cover a variety of digital and 
darkroom based techniques as well as exploring contemporary and historical artists’, 
photographers’, techniques and processes.  
 
Students will develop their ability to research and analyse both orally and in writing. The 
course has an emphasis on presentation. Both preparation work and the outcome are 
assessed.  
 
Year 12: 

• What is photography? - Looking at photographers and photographs 

• How to use a digital SLR - The Basics of Photography: Exposure Triangle 

• Mini projects – The Formal Elements  

• Curating photographic work  

• Personal Investigation 
 
Year 13: 

• Personal Investigation 

• Externally Set Assignment  
 
 
Students are required to produce work from given starting points that demonstrates a range 
of methods, techniques and processes, whilst experimenting and recording their ideas.  
Students will also need to show the development of their ideas, which have been informed 

by the study of different photographers and artists that leads to well-presented final 

images. 

Methods of Study will include: demonstrations, presentations, group work, critique, 1-1 
tutorial, research of different photographers techniques and equipment, looking at different 
photographers’ images, practicing exam questions. 
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Assessment information:  

The WJEC Eduqas A level in Art and Design is conceived as a two year linear qualification. It 
consists of two components: 
 

• Component 1: Personal Investigation, 60% of qualification, internally assessed, 
externally moderated. As part of the component you will be required to submit a 
written element of min 1000 - 1500 words.  

 

• Component 2: Externally Set Assignment, 40% of qualification, internally assessed, 
externally moderated. 

 
Students are marked across the four assessment objectives. The same four assessment 
objectives apply across both components: 
 

1. AO1 - Develop ideas through sustained and focused investigations informed by 
contextual and other sources, demonstrating analytical and critical understanding. 

2. AO2 - Explore and select appropriate resources, media, materials, techniques and 
processes, reviewing and refining ideas as work develops. 

3. AO3 - Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions, reflecting 
critically on work and progress. 

4. AO4 - Present a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions and, 
where appropriate, makes connections between visual and other elements. 
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PHOTOGRAPHY KEY TERMS & CONCEPTS  

Research each term. Fill out the table below. Find the definition of each, draw a diagram 

illustrating it and write down any words/concepts related to the key term. 

Key Term Definition Diagram Related words 

 
Aperture 

 
 
 

   

 
Exposure 

 
 
 

   

 
Shutter speed 

 
 
 

   

 
ISO 

 
 

   

 
Depth of Field 

 
 
 

   

 
Focus 

 
 

 

   

 
Composition 
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JOURNEYS: YOUR DAILY WALK 

 

Journeys involve a physical movement from A to B but also the potential of a visual shift. When 
we move into new territory we may see things in new ways, encounter new experiences and 
feel differently about our relationship to the world. The idea of this task is to take photographs 
whilst on a journey. These journeys can be small in scale - a walk through the area where you 
live - to a longer journey involving various forms of transport. There can be a clear destination 
(e.g. the River Thames) or the walk could be more a wander or drift through a particular 
location. In each case, the photographs represent the way the journey has helped to shape a 
particular way of seeing.  
 

TASK 1:  

Research the work of photographer – HENRY WESSEL 

“There is the world and then there is the photograph. The photograph is not the world.” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SJi8YDPG_T0&feature=emb_logo 

 

 

Present your research on an A4 page with images and include the following: 

 

 
 
 

 
Perspective 

 
 

 

   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SJi8YDPG_T0&feature=emb_logo
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.ignant.com/2019/10/23/the-photography-of-henry-wessel-reminds-us-to-stop-observe-and-appreciate/&psig=AOvVaw1t-XtzQDVs8Z3vyF-4SB9v&ust=1588239787660000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCJCG_LasjekCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAO
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.monsterchildren.com/39799/henry-wessel/&psig=AOvVaw1t-XtzQDVs8Z3vyF-4SB9v&ust=1588239787660000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCJCG_LasjekCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAa
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• A title  

• Relevant biographical information  

• Title, date and medium for your chosen images (minimum 2) 

• A description of one of your chosen images – you can use the formal elements sheet 

• Your own opinion about the Photographer and his work.  

 

TASK 2:  

Go for a walk. It can be 1 of 2 types of walks: 

1. An aimless wander, with no direction or end location in mind – walk to somewhere 

random, around a new place, take random turns without thinking about where you 

are going. 

 

2. A walk from A to B, from one chosen location to another chosen location - choose a 

starting point, which can be home or somewhere else, and walk to point B, the end 

location. 

 

Take a range of photographs to documenting your journey. There is no theme and you can 

photograph what you want - landscapes, portraits, or something a bit more abstract. You 

should attempt to take at least 30 photographs. 

 

 

TASK 3:  

Go through the photographs and present them in a grid. Think about how which photos 

may work well with others. Could you group them by colour or object. Perhaps you want 

to put them in the order took them in to show the journey from A to B?  

 

EXTENSION TASK:  

Edit your photos on your phone or PC by cropping, adding filters, adjusting the 

colour/light/contrast. There are loads of free apps available for iOS and Android  

• Snapseed 

• Adobe Photoshop Express 

• Prisma Photo Editor 

• VSCO 
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Additional research:  

https://www.ameenarojee.co.uk/el-camino 

https://americansuburbx.com/2016/04/an-interview-with-paul-gaffney.html 

https://www.lensculture.com/articles/laura-pannack-the-walks 

 

Share your photos with us on Instagram @fhs.photography or use the hashtags #fhsarthub 

 

 

 

WRITING TASK – 250 words max. 

 

People use photography in different ways and for different means. It can be used personally 

and impersonally too. The development in technology, the rise in social media and online 

content has allowed photography and the availability of imagery to be more accessible than 

ever.  Write a paragraph describing your relationship with Photography.  What does it 

mean to you? In which ways do you use it? 

https://www.ameenarojee.co.uk/el-camino
https://americansuburbx.com/2016/04/an-interview-with-paul-gaffney.html
https://www.lensculture.com/articles/laura-pannack-the-walks
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PHOTOGRAPHY QUIZ 

Research the answers to these Photography quiz questions… 

 

1. Who took the official photographs of the wedding of Prince Charles and Lady Diana in 

1981? 

2. The ISO number is a measure of light sensitivity, what does the abbreviation ISO stand 

for? 

3. Who invented the Polaroid instant camera in 1948? 

4. In 1945, Joe Rosenthal won a Pulitzer Prize for his photograph of Marines on Mount 

Suribachi; what were they trying to do? 

5. What is the name of the first mass marketed cameras introduced by Eastman Kodak 

in 1900? 

6. Which digital camera file type gives the photographer more control over photo 

editing and is considered a digital negative? 

7. Name the natural optical phenomenon that occurs when an image of a scene at the 

other side of a screen is projected through a small hole in that screen as a reversed 

and inverted image on a surface opposite to the opening? 

8. The world's first surviving photo was taken by a French scientist, Joseph Niepce, in 

which decade? 

9. In 1841, which British photography pioneer patented the Calotype process? 

10. In the Swinging Sixties, who was the most famous photographer in Britain? 

11. Who tweeted, "If only Bradley's arm was longer. Best photo ever."? (It became the 

most popular tweet of all time!) 

12. Which Japanese manufacturer of optics and reprography products has the logo, 'Your 

Vision, Our Future'? 

13. Which millimeter film gauge is most commonly used for motion pictures and chemical 

still photography? 

14. Where are there known to be 12 discarded Hasselblad cameras? 

15. What does the abbreviation SLR stand for? 
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16. What did Disney ban from its theme parks over safety concerns in 2015? 

17. Which British photographic retailing company was established in Leicester in 1935, 

however, all 187 of its retail stores ceased trading in 2013? 

18. Why are the all-girl parody pop group, Les Horribles Cernettes, famous? 

19. What letter comes before the word 'number', to expresses a lens’ light-transmitting 

ability? 

20. An iconic and famous photo of Albert Einstein taken on his 72nd birthday features the 

famous scientist doing what? 

 

 

 

Q.8 
The world's first photo! 
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Suggested Books/Reading List: 

Experimental photography: A Handbook of Techniques by Luca Bendandi & Marco Antonini 

Cameraless Photography (V&A) by Martin Barnes 

Read This If You Want to Take Great Photographs by Henry Carroll 

Ways of Seeing by John Berger 

On Photography by Susan Sontag  

 

Websites/Blogs:  

https://www.tate.org.uk/art/art-terms/p/photography  

https://www.thisiscolossal.com/category/photography/  

https://www.widewalls.ch/photomontage-art/ 

https://www.vam.ac.uk/collections/photographs 

https://expertphotography.com/how-to-understand-aperture-5-simple-steps/ 

https://improvephotography.com/photography-basics/aperture-shutter-speed-and-iso/ 

 

 

 

 

Videos/Documentaries: 

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2018-03-19/richard-mosse-on-brilliant-ideas-

video 

 

 

Photography Quiz- test your technical knowledge 

https://www.proprofs.com/quiz-school/quizshow.php?title=basic-photography-quiz&q=1 

 
 

Any questions you can email me at r.tang-campbell@foresthillschool.co.uk 

https://www.tate.org.uk/art/art-terms/p/photography
https://www.thisiscolossal.com/category/photography/
https://www.widewalls.ch/photomontage-art/
https://www.vam.ac.uk/collections/photographs
https://expertphotography.com/how-to-understand-aperture-5-simple-steps/
https://improvephotography.com/photography-basics/aperture-shutter-speed-and-iso/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2018-03-19/richard-mosse-on-brilliant-ideas-video
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2018-03-19/richard-mosse-on-brilliant-ideas-video
https://www.proprofs.com/quiz-school/quizshow.php?title=basic-photography-quiz&q=1
mailto:r.tang-campbell@foresthillschool.co.uk
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