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This pack gives you an overview of Paper 1 of your course in some detail. The last two pages give you an 
overview of Paper 2: India the Road to Independence but the majority of the pack is about Paper 1. The 
pack is intended to give you a flavour of the debates and key topics involved. There are lots of activities in 
here for you to get involved in; some videos, reading and comprehension tasks. There is no expectation 
that you will finish all of this, but would like to see what you have done when you join us in September.  
  



1. America Course overview 
 
Edexcel - Route F: Searching for rights and freedoms in the twentieth century 
 

Paper 1 

In search of the American Dream: the USA 1917-96 

 
Introduction to Paper 1 
 
This option comprises a study of the dramatic political, economic and social transformation of the USA in 
the twentieth century, an era which saw the USA challenged by the consequences of political, economic 
and social inequalities at home while maintaining its position as a world superpower.  
 
In 1917, the USA entered the First World War as the fastest growing economy in the world and with the potential to 
become a leading world power. By the end of 1918, America had ended the war as the world’s ‘top nation’. Until the 
outbreak of the Second World War in 1941, the USA was reluctant to become the world’s policeman — the policy of 
isolationism — but was more willing to encourage the spread of its political, economic and cultural values: 
democracy, capitalism and mass popular entertainment. After 1945, as the USA and the USSR pursued the Cold War, 
the USA aggressively promoted these values as one of the world’s two superpowers. The USA was, and is, a country 
of contradictions. Radical revolutionaries had fought for independence from Britain in the 1770s but conservative 
conformity was the prevailing political attitude. The ‘American Dream’ was of security and prosperity but equality of 
opportunity often meant ‘rugged individualism’: sorting out one’s own problems. Meanwhile ethnic minorities, 
women, the poor, social minorities and radicals often struggled to be heard in the ‘land of the free’. The history of 
the USA in the twentieth century can be seen as the history of ordinary Americans trying to come to terms with 
these contradictions. 
 
In the 1920s, America experienced both ‘boom’ and ‘bust’. Non-interventionist Republican presidents allowed the 
economy to expand with little regulation. Many Americans flourished but few farmers, African Americans and 
immigrants prospered. After the Wall Street Crash in 1929, most Americans were hit by a decade of the Great 
Depression and those who were already poor suffered most. The majority of voters put their trust in President 
Roosevelt, who promised a New Deal to save the country, but it was probably his decision to enter the Second World 
War that bailed America out. 
Post-1945 America experienced an unparalleled prosperity which saw the creation of an affluent white middle-class. 
In the 1960s, this led to resentment from those who were excluded — the search for civil rights — and, perhaps 
most surprisingly, backlash from the youth who had benefited most: counter-culture. President Johnson’s ‘Great 
Society’ programme did try to help the poor but he was undermined by the disaster that was the Vietnam War.  
 
Many Americans hoped that the 1970s would bring greater stability. However, despite continued superpower status 
and the advance of American popular culture, it only brought further challenges. Conservative America hoped that 
President Nixon would bring stability, but he resigned amid scandal and corruption. Neither Republican nor 
Democrat presidents were able to deal effectively with either social tensions or economic downturn.  
 
In the next decade the tensions did not go away, but 1980 ushered in 12 years of more confident Republican rule. 
Ronald Reagan’s presidency (1980–88) was just as controversial as Margaret Thatcher’s in Britain but President 
Clinton’s first term in office (1992–96) was heavily influenced by its political and economic conservatism. However, 
social and cultural values continued to polarise even more. Even today, ‘Obama-care’ may have introduced health 
insurance for more Americans than ever before, but ultra-conservative republicanism is also thriving. 
 
You will study FOUR themes and one interpretation. 
 

Themes When? 

Theme 1: The changing political environment, 1917–80 Year 12 

Theme 2: The quest for civil rights, 1917–80 

Theme 3: Society and culture in change, 1917–80 



Theme 4: The changing quality of life, 1917–80 

The historical interpretations focus is: What impact did the Reagan presidency 
(1981–89) have on the USA in the years 1981–96? 

Year 13 

 
Theme 1: The changing political environment, 1917–80 
In studying Theme 1 students will need to understand the changing political climate from US entry into the First 
World War to Reagan’s election. Detailed knowledge of individual presidential policies is not required but students 
should have an understanding of general policy initiatives undertaken by presidents and their underlying political 
influences. Students should be aware of the changing styles of presidential leadership across the period. They should 
also understand the effect that American involvement in war had on the general political environment and 
presidential government. 
 
Theme 2: The quest for civil rights, 1917–80 
In studying Theme 2 students will consider the struggle for minority rights in the years 1917–80, with particular 
reference to African-American civil rights. Students should understand the political, social and economic situation for 
African Americans across the period. They should be aware of the changing nature and pattern of campaigning and 
be able to identify relevant examples. Students should have knowledge of major federal civil rights legislation and an 
understanding of their impact, but do not need detailed knowledge of their passage or specific clauses. They should 
be aware of the influence of the African-American struggle on the search for non-African-American minority rights, 
but also understand the distinct reasons for campaigning by other minorities. 
 
Theme 3: Society and culture in change, 1917–80 
In studying Theme 3 students will study selected aspects of society and culture which were both transformed and 
transforming in the years 1917–80. Students should also be aware that experiences of women and migrants were 
part of the quest for rights and freedoms studied in Theme 2. Students should understand the patterns of change 
across the period and that women had differing experiences. They should be aware of both the extent to which the 
USA was a migrant nation and the diversity of the immigrant experience. Students should have an understanding of 
the extent to which popular culture and broadcast news both reflected and influenced society, and be able to 
identify relevant examples. 
 
Theme 4: The changing quality of life, 1917–80 
In studying Theme 4 students will consider the extent to which the quality of life in the USA in the years 1917–80 
was affected by the economic environment and increasing aspiration. Detailed knowledge of economic policies and 
measures are not required but students should be aware of the patterns of economic change and their effects on 
living standards. They should also be aware of the benefits and gains across the period and that different social 
groups had differing experiences. Students should have an understanding of the extent to which developments in 
leisure and travel affected the quality of life and identify relevant examples. 
 
Historical interpretations:  What impact did the Reagan presidency (1981–89) have on the USA in the years 1981–
96? 
This topic focuses on the debate concerning the nature and effect of Ronald Reagan’s presidency from 1980 to 1988, 
and the consequences of his two terms in office to the presidential election of 1992. Students will need to know the 
main features of Reaganomics and his aims to reduce the role of federal government. They will need to be aware of 
his conservative social values and the influence of the Religious Right in the 1980s. Students will need to consider 
the extent to which Reagan’s economic policies were successfully implemented and the extent to which economic 
problems were overcome. They should also be aware of Reagan’s economic legacy in the years to 1996. Students will 
need to consider the extent and impact of cutbacks in federal government and the extent and effectiveness of 
deregulation policies. Students should also consider the extent to which Reagan’s social values influenced social 
change and affected the advancement of women and of African Americans and other minority groups. They should 
understand the extent to which Reagan’s policies affected the both the nature of US electoral politics and the public 
perception of the role of the President up to 1996. Students should understand the nature of the debate on the 
extent to which Reagan’s presidency changed US politics. They should be aware of the impact of the ‘Iran-Contra 
affair’ on attitudes towards the Reagan presidency. Students should be aware of the impact of the Reagan legacy on 
the period 1989–96 with regard to continuity and change in policies and general trends. 
 



Activities  
 
How is the USA governed? 

Create a diagram to illustrate how the USA is governed. You should explain the three branches of 

government, their function and how they work, the key roles within each branch of government 

and the checks and balances. 

 

The US Constitution - What are the Six big ideas in the Constitution? 

Watch Jon Green’s introduction: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bO7FQsCcbD8  

Lesson 1 

The first exercise is almost a mathematical exercise. The 4379 words of the U.S. Constitution are the 

foundation of the American nation and establish the federal government's structures and branches. By counting the 

words in each article and calculating the percentage of the whole it represents, you can determine how much of the 

overall project was dedicated to each structure or power. Fill out the table on Handout 1 

(https://www.archives.gov/files/legislative/resources/education/constitution/images/handout-1.pdf)  to determine 

the number of words contained in each Article of the Constitution, and the percentage of the whole document that 

represents. This can be done easily with a digital copy of the text (https://www.archives.gov/founding-

docs/constitution-transcript)  using the word count feature available in most word processing programs. The note 

down your answers to these questions: 

• Which topics received the most attention in the Constitution?  

• Which branches of government have most power? 

Lesson 2 – Who were the Founding Fathers? 

The Founding Fathers (those that drew up the US Constitution) drew up the Constitution at the Constitutional 

Convention from May 25 to September 17, 1787, in the old Pennsylvania State House in Philadelphia. The 

Philadelphia Convention (1787) was convened to revise the United States' original plan of government, the Articles 

of Confederation. However, a consensus soon developed to create an entirely new plan. The United States 

Constitution was drafted at the convention in 1787, ratified by the states in 1788, and took effect in 1789. 

Studying the Founders themselves can aid in understanding the government they created. Many of the Founders 

knew each other before the Constitutional Convention and were able to draw on their personal relationships when 

trying to garner a consensus for specific proposals to be included in the Constitution. You are going to explore the 

relationship between the founding fathers and gain an understanding of how this shaped the Constitution. 

 

1. Read about the Founding Fathers here: https://www.history.com/topics/american-

revolution/founding-fathers-united-states  

2. Create a short profile of each Founding Father and what he believed in relation to the Constitution. 

 

Lesson 3 – The Big Ideas 

Define the six big Ideas: limited government, Republicanism, Checks and Balances, Federalism, Separation of Powers 

and Popular Sovereignty. 

Complete the sheet here: 

https://www.archives.gov/files/legislative/resources/education/constitution/images/handout-3.pdf  

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bO7FQsCcbD8
https://www.archives.gov/files/legislative/resources/education/constitution/images/handout-1.pdf
https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/constitution-transcript
https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/constitution-transcript
https://www.history.com/topics/american-revolution/founding-fathers-united-states
https://www.history.com/topics/american-revolution/founding-fathers-united-states
https://www.archives.gov/files/legislative/resources/education/constitution/images/handout-3.pdf


Lesson 4 - Analysing Primary Sources to Relate the Six Big Ideas to History 

Examine FIVE of the documents on the handout here: 

https://www.archives.gov/files/legislative/resources/education/constitution/images/handout-5.pdf  then examine 

and determine which of the “Six Big Ideas” (as above) it most accurately reflects. Each of these documents was 

created or received by the federal government in the course of exercising powers under the Constitution. 

 

 
Mini project – First Ladies 

We look extensively at the Presidents in our course. However, we only mention a little about the first ladies.  

Find out more about one of the first ladies of the twentieth century and create a poster to explain their influence on 

US politics and the role of first ladies. How did they exert and use the power they had? How much power did they 

have?  

Look here https://www.whitehouse.gov/about-the-white-house/first-ladies/ and 

https://americanhistory.si.edu/exhibitions/first-ladies  

 

  

Please plan and write an 800-1000 word essay for the title below: 
 
How far do you think the aims of the Founding Fathers are reflected in how the USA is governed today? 
 

 

 

Reading 

 

 

Non-fiction 

• One Summer: America, 1927 by Bill Bryson 

• The Modern American Presidency by Lewis L. Gould 

• American Caesars: Lives of the US Presidents, from Franklin D. Roosevelt to George W. Bush by Nigel 
Hamilton 

 
Fiction 

• To kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee 

• My Antonia by Willa Cather   

• The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald   

• The Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger   

• The Color Purple by Alice Walker   

• The Crucible/All My Sons/A View from the Bridge by Arthur Miller (Plays) 

• Gone with the Wind by Margaret Mitchell   

• The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck 

• Catch 22 by Joseph Heller 
 

 

https://www.archives.gov/files/legislative/resources/education/constitution/images/handout-5.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/about-the-white-house/first-ladies/
https://americanhistory.si.edu/exhibitions/first-ladies


Films 
 
 
 

Films set in nineteenth-century America: 

• Gangs of New York (2002) 

• To Kill a Mockingbird  

• Little Women (1994)  

• 12 Years a Slave (2013) 

• Lincoln (2012) 

• Cold Mountain (2003) 
 
Films set in the twentieth-century America: 
 

• The Great Gatsby (2013) 

• Some Like it Hot (1959) 

• Of Mice and Men (1992)  

• Pearl Harbor (2001) 

• Jackie (2016)  

• The Help (2011) 

• Hidden Figures  

• Fog of War (2003) 

• Selma (2014) 

• Malcolm X (1992) 

• Forest Gump (1994) 

• Milk (2008)  

• Frost/Nixon (2008) 

• All the President’s Men (2013) 

• Argo (2012) 
 

 
 
Online museums 
 
 

https://americanhistory.si.edu/exhibitions/online  
http://www.fdrlibraryvirtualtour.org/index.asp 
https://www.nasa.gov 
https://nmaahc.si.edu/explore/collection 
https://www.ushmm.org/information/exhibitions/online-exhibitions  
https://www.womenshistory.org/womens-history/online-exhibits  
 
  

https://americanhistory.si.edu/exhibitions/online
http://www.fdrlibraryvirtualtour.org/index.asp
https://www.nasa.gov/
https://nmaahc.si.edu/explore/collection
https://www.ushmm.org/information/exhibitions/online-exhibitions
https://www.womenshistory.org/womens-history/online-exhibits


2. India Course overview 
 
Edexcel - Route F: Searching for rights and freedoms in the twentieth century 
 

Paper 1 Paper 2 

In search of the American Dream: the USA 
1917-96 

• India, c1914-48: the road to independence 

 
Introduction to Paper 2  
 
This option comprises a study of the transition of the Indian sub-continent from colonial rule to independence. The 
gaining of Indian independence influenced both the nature of civil rights campaigning and the desire for national 
self-determination throughout the world. 
 
In 1914, the British Raj — the political system by which Britain ruled India — had appeared to be at its height. King 
George V had visited in person in 1911 to be crowned Emperor of India at the Delhi Durbar. However, within 50 
years the sub-continent had gained its independence. 
 
By 1914, India had been subject to British interest for over 300 years. Elizabethan merchants had established trade 
links at the end of the sixteenth century, and by 1708 the East India Company had established a monopoly over 
British trade with India. By 1763, the East India Company had become the dominant political, as well as economic 
force, in India, seeing off European rivals and taking advantage of a weakened Mughal Empire. Regulated by the 
British government, this private trading company would then rule India until 1857. 
 
Controlling India was a huge undertaking. The Indian sub-continent covers territory stretching from the Himalayas to 
the Indian Ocean. Three major world religions — Hinduism, Islam and Sikhism — were practised and in Hindu regions 
a caste system of strict social stratification existed. The Company ruled from Bengal through a combination of direct 
rule and agreements with local Indian rulers. 
 
In 1857, widespread rebellion in India — known in Britain as the ‘Indian Mutiny’ — brought long-term tensions 
concerning Company rule to a head. The British government took official control and Queen Victoria was declared 
Empress of India. 
 
The First World War would have major consequences for India. Indian nationalism — the belief that India should be 
free of imperial rule — had its foundation in the 1800s. However, it would be India’s involvement in the war which 
would start the process moving towards independence and partition: the division of India into separate political 
states. The war changed the situation in many ways; it put Britain in debt to India and encouraged nationalist ideas. 
However, nationalist tensions saw divisions between those who championed direct action and those who supported 
Gandhi’s idea of satyagraha (non-violence). Nationalist support was also divided between the Hindu-dominated 
Indian National Congress and the Muslim League. 
 
Between 1919 and 1939, Britain, at first, attempted to reaffirm its control of India but as nationalism grew in 
strength the British looked to negotiate some form of self-government within the British Empire. The nationalists 
became increasingly unwilling to compromise, and Gandhi’s views on non-violence gained worldwide attention, but 
also more divisions appeared between Congress and League.  
 
The Second World War brought matters to a head. Indian nationalists resented Britain involving India in the war and 
a ‘Quit India’ campaign began. In 1945, a newly elected Labour government decided to admit defeat and begin the 
process of independence. Lord Mountbatten was sent to India as viceroy to oversee the operation. 
 
Nationalist divisions meant that in 1947 the newly independent Indian subcontinent would be partitioned into two 
new states: India and Pakistan (later divided further into Pakistan and Bangladesh). Partition itself would result in a 
terrifying period of inter-communal violence, but self-rule had been achieved. 
 
 


