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Overview of Expectations: Transitioning from GCSE to A Level 

 

Over the coming months, you have the 

opportunity to make the transformation from a GCSE 

student into an A Level student of English 

Literature. 

What’s the difference? 

GCSE students generally only read the set texts. They form their own ideas about these texts and learn 

how to write essays in exam conditions.  

A-Level students read widely – a mixture of set texts, critical theory (essays about literature), and their 

own exploratory reading. They evaluate many interpretations of a text, their own and critics’, and learn 

how to write thoughtful essays that reflect their growing original style and views. 

Over the next few months, you will complete a range of creative and challenging tasks, designed to help 

you make the jump from GCSE to A Level. 

 

 

Transition assignment:  

The transition assignment  focusses on feminist literature. This will be the first piece 

of your A Level work that your teacher will seriously look at. You will need to have this 

assignment completed and ready to hand in for your start in September. 

 

 

Course information 

You will study AQA English Literature B. We teach the Aspects of Tragedy and 

Elements of Crime options. 

 

Set Texts: Tragedy 

• Othello by William Shakespeare (drama) 

• Death of a Salesman by Arthur Miller (modern drama)  

• Lamia, Isabella or the Pot of Basil, La Belle Dame Sans Merci and The Eve of St Agnes by John Keats (poetry) 

Set Texts: Crime 

• To be confirmed: either Hamlet by William Shakespeare (drama) or The Murder of Roger Ackroyd by Agatha 

Christie (20th century novel) 

• When Will There Be Good News by Kate Atkinson (contemporary novel) 

• Selection of poetry by George Crabbe, Oscar Wilde and Robert Browning 
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Coursework 

You will complete two pieces of coursework. One will be a feminist reading of a poetry text and one will be a Post-

colonialist or Marxist reading of a novel. There is an element of choice in the texts that you write about. 

The specification centres on different ways of reading and the connections that exist between texts within their 

genres.  You will gain a solid understanding of how texts can be connected and how they can be interpreted in 

multiple ways so that you can arrive at your own interpretations and become confident autonomous readers. You 

will experience a rich, challenging and coherent approach to English literature. 

The full specification can be found online at: 

https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/english/specifications/AQA-7716-7717-SP-2015.PDF 

  

https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/english/specifications/AQA-7716-7717-SP-2015.PDF
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Books to purchase 

 

 

There are a number of texts covered in the curriculum that students will need to purchase. All are available for 

purchase on Amazon or other bookstores. These are: 

‘The World’s Wife’ and ‘Feminine Gospels’ – Carol Ann Duffy 

‘The Death of a Salesman’ – Arthur Miller 

 ‘Othello: Arden Edition’ – William Shakespeare 

 

It is strongly recommended also that students purchase the official AQA A-Level Student Book for Literature B. This 

too is available on Amazon and in other bookstores. The guide is exceptionally helpful and well-organised, so your 

child will find it undoubtedly helpful as an accompaniment to their studies. 
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Assessments: 

 

Key knowledge, understanding and skills 

Each exam response is assessed against five assessment objectives.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Paper 1A: Aspects of Tragedy Paper 2A: Elements of Crime Writing 

What’s assessed 
Othello by William Shakespeare (drama) 
Death of a Salesman by Arthur Miller (modern drama) 
Lamia, Isabella or the Pot of Basil, La Belle Dame Sans Merci 
and The Eve of St Agnes by John Keats (poetry) 

What’s assessed 
Unseen extract from a Crime text 
Hamlet by William Shakespeare (drama) 
Or The Murder of Roger Ackroyd (novel) by Agatha 
Christie 
When Will There Be Good News? by Kate Atkinson 
(contemporary novel) 
 
Selection of poetry by George Crabbe, Oscar 
Wilde and Robert Browning 
 

Assessment details 

• Written exam: 2 hours 30 minutes 

• Closed book 

• 50 marks 

• 40% of A-level 

Assessment details 

• Written exam: 3  hours 

• Open book 

• 50 marks 

• 40% of A-level 

 What does the exam board say? What do I have to do? 

AO1 
28% 

Articulate informed, personal and creative 
responses to literary texts, using associated 
concepts and terminology, and coherent, 
accurate written expression 

• Formulate my own ideas and opinions 
about the texts I read 

• Write a clear, accurate argument 

• Use literary terminology and 
terminology associated with the tragic 
genre 

AO2 
24% 

Analyse ways in which meanings are shaped 
in literary texts 

• Analyse language and structure 

AO3 
24% 

Demonstrate understanding of the 
significance and influence of the contexts in 
which literary texts are written and received 

• Explore the different contextual 
factors which influence the texts: 
social, political, religious, 
geographical, historical etc 

AO4 
12% 

Explore connections across literary texts • Explore how the texts fit into its genre  

AO5 
12% 

Explore literary texts informed by different 
interpretations 

• Explore different interpretations of 
the texts, both of my own and from 
critics 
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Pathways Assignment:  

Essential reading:  

‘The World’s Wife’ and ‘Feminine Gospels’ by Carol Ann Duffy (poetry collection): You should buy copies of 

these texts, but you can also access the poems from ‘The World’s Wife’ and ‘Feminine Gospels’ using the 

following links: 

https://genius.com/albums/Carol-ann-duffy/The-worlds-wife 

Carol Ann Duffy - Feminine Gospels Lyrics and Tracklist | Genius 

 

Assignment: 

 

1. Research Simone De Beauvoir’s ‘Second Sex’ feminist theory. Use online sources to identify the key 

ideas relating to De Beauvoir’s Theory. 

 

2. Read at least 5-6 poems in The World’s Wife and/or Feminine Gospels by Carol Ann Duffy. 
 

3. Write a response of no more than 800 words explaining your personal thoughts about the feminist 
characters, themes and ideas explored in the poetry collection.  

        In your response, include how the ideas relate to Simone de Beauvoir’s feminist theory. 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://genius.com/albums/Carol-ann-duffy/The-worlds-wife
https://genius.com/albums/Carol-ann-duffy/Feminine-gospels
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Wider Reading for Summer 

Between July and September you should read two or three books from each of the lists below. Make notes 

on your reading experience. Record ideas, questions and links between texts. 

 

Feminism:   

 

The Bell Jar by Sylvia Plath 

The Second Sex by Simone de Beauvoir 

Women, Culture, & Politics by Angela Davis 

The Female Eunuch by Germaine Greer 

The Color Purple by Alice Walker 

The Handmaid's Tale by Margaret Atwood 

Sister Outsider by Audre Lorde 

We Should All Be Feminists by Chimamanda Adiche 

 

Post colonialism:  

 

Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe 

Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad 

The God of Small Things by Arundhati Roy  

Half of a Yellow Sun by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie 

The Stranger by Albert Camus 

Nervous Conditions by Tsitsi Dangarembga  

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/37781.Things_Fall_Apart
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/8051.Chinua_Achebe
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/4900.Heart_of_Darkness
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/3345.Joseph_Conrad
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/9777.The_God_of_Small_Things
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/6134.Arundhati_Roy
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/18749.Half_of_a_Yellow_Sun
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/11291.Chimamanda_Ngozi_Adichie
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/49552.The_Stranger
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/957894.Albert_Camus
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/158674.Nervous_Conditions
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/91947.Tsitsi_Dangarembga
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Literary Terminology 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Apercu A brief sketch/ outline/ summary. 
Aperture An opening, hole or gap which allows light to pass through. 

Abstract/ Concrete Terms Abstract- something existing in thought or as an idea but not having physical 

or concrete existence. 

 

Concrete- abstract's opposite- existing in material or physical form, ex. stones, 

trees, the sea.  

Acronym  An abbreviation formed from the first letter of a group of words. These letters 

are then used to make one single word, ex. NASA, NSPCC, EU.  

Acrostic A poem where letters in each line form a word or set of words.   

Adumbrate  To give a sketchy outline of- to disclose partially or guardedly.  

Adynaton  A figure of speech in the form of hyperbole taken to such extreme lengths 

insinuating complete impossibility, for example 'I will sooner have a beard 

grow in the palm of my hand than he shall get one on his cheek'.  

Aesthetic/ Aestheticism  Concerned with beauty or the appreciation of beauty.  

Afflatus  A divine creative impulse or inspiration.  

Aleatory  Something which is random- relating to forms of art involving random choice.  

Allegory  The telling of one story in the guise of another in which each main element of 

the new story corresponds to an element in the original story.  

A story, poem, or picture which can be interpreted to reveal a hidden 

meaning, typically a moral or political one.  

Alliteration  A literary device= repeating the same sound or letter at the beginning of 

words next to each other.  

Allusion  A reference to another literary or historical figure, place or event, or to 

another piece of literature 

Alterity  The state of being other or different.  

Ameliorate  Make something better.  

Anadiplosis  The repetition of a word or words in successive sentences- the last word of a 

sentence starts the beginning of the next. 

Anachronism  A thing belonging or appropriate to a period other than that in which it exists, 

especially a thing that is old-fashioned.  

Anacoluthon  An abrupt change of syntax ex. 'what I want is- like anybody cares'. 

Anacoenosis  Asking the opinion of others in a way that demonstrates a common 

interest, ex. Do you not think we can do this now?  
Anagnorisis  A moment where a character makes a critical discovery.  

Analepsis  Another word for a flashback.  

Analogy  A comparison between one thing and another.  

Anamnesis  Recollection- thinking back to the past.  

Anamorphosis  A distorted projection or drawing which appears normal when 

viewed from a particular point, see Hans Holbein's The Ambassadors 

1533 

Anaphora  The same word repeated at the beginning of successive lines, sentences, 

clauses ex. 'I repeat it was brilliant. I repeat it was good. I repeat it was 

amazing.' Opposite of Epistrophe. 

Anastrophe  Inversion of the natural word order.  

Andachtbilder  A devotional image usually to holy figures.  

Anecdote  A little story, usually interesting or amusing.  

Antanomasia  The use of an epithet or title instead of a proper name, ie. the bard for 

Shakespeare.  

Anti-hero A character who does not fit the normal mode of heroism.  

Antiphrasis  Words used contrary to their meaning.  

Antistrophe  Repeating the last word in successive phrases, ex. 'when from our state 

concord disappeared, liberty disappeared, good faith disappeared, 

friendship disappeared'. 

Antimetabole  In rhetoric, a verbal pattern in which the second half of an expression 

is balanced against the first but with the words in reverse 

grammatical order (A-B-C, C-B-A)- I know what I like and I like what I 

know. It is like Chiasmus but chiasmus doesn't use the same words or 

phrases.  
Antithesis  The placing of ideas/ words/ phrases next to each other which are 

contrasting or opposite.  
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Aphorism  A pithy (short) observation which contains a general truth, 
Apocope  omission of the final sound of a word, as when cup of tea is 

pronounced as cuppa tea. 
Apophasis/ Paralipsis  Denial to speak about a subject but by doing so, you speak about it. ex. I shall not 

mention Tom's secret plots. 

 

Aporia  An expression of doubt.  

Aposiopesis  Suddenly breaking off in speech ex. his behaviour was—but I blush to 

mention that. 
Apostrophe  An address to a person or thing (often a God).  

Apotheosis  A climax- the highest point in the development of something.  

Appellation A name or title.  

Applique  Used to refer to the structure of texts- how two plots interweave.  

Arcadia  Rural simplicity and contentment- a pastoral/ countryside paradise.  

Archetype/ Paradigm  An original or unique model which others are based or influenced from.  

 

Aside  A very brief soliloquy within a normal sentence of dialogue in which a 

character speaks a short line specifically to the audience. 

Assonance  The repetition of vowel sounds 'the queen will sweep past the deep crowds'. 

Asyndeton  Deliberate omission of conjunctions ex 'chips, beans, peas, vinegar, salt, 

pepper' instead of 'chips and beans and peas and vinegar and salt and 

pepper'.  

Aubode/ Serenade  Aubode= a morning love song. Serenade= an evening love song.  

Autological/ Homological  is a word expressing a property which it also possesses itself (e.g., the 

word "short" is short, "noun" is a noun, "English" is English, 

"pentasyllabic" has five syllables. The opposite is a heterological word- 

which is a word which doesn't describe itself.  

Autotelic/ Heterotelic  Autotelic= Having an end or purpose in itself. Heterotelic= Having an end or 

purpose of existence outside itself.  

Auxesis  To place words in a certain order so as to create a climatic effect, ordering 

words in order of importance ex. "It's a well hit ball, it's a long drive, it 

might be, it could be, it IS . . . a home run."  
Avant-garde  The leading edge of any artistic movement; art that sets out to challenge 

existing rules/ preoccupations  

Ballad A popular narrative poem , normally associated with oral transition  

Bathos  The movement from the elevated to the ridiculous, ordinary or mundane.  

Bdelygmia  Expression of hatred or contempt.  

Bildungsroman  The German term for the 'novel of development' or education- where we see 

a character grow and change, usually from a child to an adult on a journey 

in which they learn something.  

Blank Verse  Unrhymed iambic pentameter (10 syllables and 5 stresses)- follows the natural 

pattern of the English language. A meter most used by Shakespeare.  

Blazon/ Blason   Praising a woman through different parts of her body- used ironically in 

Shakespeare's Sonnet 130.  

Bomphiologia Where a speaker/ poet/ writer/ character brags excessively.  
Bucololic  relating to the pleasant aspects of the countryside and country life. 
Burgeoning  begin to grow or increase rapidly; flourish. 
Cacophony  A harsh discordant mixture of sounds.  
Caesura  A pause, breathing place, usually near the middle of a line of verse, often, 

but not always, marked by punctuation. Comes from the Latin word 

meaning to 'cut or slice'. A medial caesura occurs in the middle of a line. An 

initial caesura occurs at the start of a line. A terminal caesura occurs near 

the end of a line. A masculine caesura occurs after a stressed syllable and a 

feminine caesura occurs after an unstressed syllable. 

Canon  In literature, this is used to refer to the texts judged to be worthy of study by 

critics, academics and literary authorities. The canon is consistently changing 

and in recent years has become considerably more inclusive. 
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Cantabile  In a smooth singing style.  

Carmen figuraturm, 

concrete poem, emblem 

poem  

is a poem that has a certain shape or pattern- it looks like a 

picture- formed either by all the words it contains or just by certain 

ones therein. 
Catachresis  The use of a word in an incorrect way.  

Catharsis  A term Aristotle used to describe the release of emotions. 

Characterisation  The way in which an author creates and uses characters and why. 

Chaos  Inversion of the normal order in a society. In some tragedies the central 

character breaks down, in others the whole of society disintegrates, while in 

several both the characters and the society fall apart and collapse. Chaos 

usually leads to death. 

Chiaroscuro  In art- having light and shade- a deep contrast between white and black 

colours.  

Chiasmus A pattern having the structure ABBA, where the sequence of words or ideas is 

reversed in two parallel clauses ex. Trees cut to Statutes, Statues thick as 

trees'. Also see Antimetabole.  

Chronological Order  The sequence of events as they happen. Opposite is Kairos. 

Cladestine  Kept secret or done secretively.  

Classical  Literature written in ancient Greece and Rome.  

Climax  The highest point of tension in a play/ novel/ poem - the point where 

feelings/ plot have reached the highest point 

Colloquialism  A word or phrase used in ordinary or familiar conversation, almost slang.  

Concatenate Link things together.  

Conceit  An extended, elaborate, fancy metaphor or comparison.  

Connotations The implications and associations of a word (rather than the directly 

represented meaning). Also see denotations.  

Consecrated  make or declare (something, typically a church) sacred; dedicate 

formally to a religious purpose. 
Contemporary  Literature written in the late twentieth or twenty-first centuries. 

Context  The circumstances surrounding a text which affect the way it is understood, 

ie. where it first appeared and the social attitudes of the day. 

Contour  An outline representing or bounding the shape or form of something- the 

outlines of something.   

Conventions The accepted rules structures and customs we expect to see in a specific 

genre of writing. 

Corporeal  Relating to the body.  

Coup de foudre  A sudden unforeseen event, like love at first sight.  

Couplet  A rhymed pair of lines, usually of the same length. If these are iambic 

pentameters it is termed a heroic couplet. Couplets of four iambic 

feet (8 syllables in all) are called octosyllabic couplets.  

Decadence  moral or cultural decline as characterized by excessive indulgence in 

pleasure or luxury. Also means very luxurious.  

Decorum  The appropriateness of a literary work to its subject, its gere and its 

audience. 

Dehiscence  A bursting open.  

Deixis  A word or phrase (such as this, that, these, those, now, then) that 

points to the time, place, or situation in which the speaker is 

speaking. 

Demotic  Using the language of ordinary people.  

Denotations  Related to connotations. The direct implications of a word or phrase.   

Denouement  the final part of a play, film, or narrative in which the strands of the 

plot are drawn together and matters are explained or resolved. 

Deus ex machina  1. an unexpected power or event saving a seemingly hopeless 

situation, especially as a contrived plot device in a play or novel. 

Dialect  2. Regional and sometimes social variations in language.  

Didactic  3. intended to teach, particularly in having moral instruction as an 

ulterior motive. 
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Diegesis  4. The telling of a story by the narrator who summarises events in the 

plot and comments on the conversations and thoughts etc. of the 

characters. Also see Mimesis.   

Dipthong  5. a sound formed by the combination of two vowels in a single syllable, 

in which the sound begins as one vowel and moves towards another 

(as in coin, loud, and side ). Its opposite is Monopthong which, rather 

than two, has one vowel.  

Direct Speech  6. The actual words spoken characters in a narrative. 

Dirge  7. a lament for the dead  

Discourse Marker  1. a word or phrase whose function is to organize discourse into 

segments, for example well or I mean. 

8.  

Disseminate  9. Spread throughout, ex. the teacher disseminated the work.  

Dissonance  Lack of harmony.  

Domestic  Refers to drama set in a household. It does not have a grand or 

ambitious theme. 

Dramatic Irony   Occurs when an audience of a play know some crucial piece of 

information that the characters onstage do not know. 

Dramatic Monologue  A poem where a fictional speaker addresses an audience 

Dramatis Personae  The list of characters in a play, usually found at the start of the script.  

Dysphemism  A term with negative associations for something which is inoffensive 

in reality. Opposite of Euphemism. 

Ecorche  1. a painting or sculpture of a human figure with the skin removed to 

display the musculature. 

 

Ecphonesis  2. A sentence consisting of a single word or short phrase ending with an 

exclamation point, ex. what!  

Edification  3. the moral or intellectual instruction or improvement of someone. 

Einbildungskraft  4. German for imagination- usually referring to Romantic poets.  

Eitiology  5. The cause or set of causes.  

Ekphrasis  6. a literary description of or commentary on a visual work of art 

Elegy  7. A piece of writing, most often a poem, which mourns the loss of 

someone or something- profoundly sombre. 

8. Elegies do three things: lament, praise, consol.  

Elision  9. The omission of one or more letters or syllables from a word, usually 

marked by an apostrophe ex. 'he's' 

Ellipsis  10. The omission of words identified b a '...' or dot dot dot.  

Empathise  11. To identify with someone else's feelings or experiences. 

Enargia  Vivid description.  

End-stopping  The opposite to enjambment when the syntax of a line coincides with 

the metrical boundary at the end of a line.   

Enjambment  The effect achieved when the syntax of a line goes on to the next 

line, where there is no punctuation. 

Entropy  Disorder  

Epanalepsis  A figure of speech in which the same word or phrase appears both 

at the beginning and at the end of a sentence. 

Epic  A long narrative poem depicting the deeds of heroes. Literature 

which has a grand or ambitious theme. 

Epideictic  Ceremonial rhetoric which might be found in  a funeral or victory 

speech 

Epigram  a pithy saying or remark expressing an idea in a clever and amusing 

way. 

Epiphora  The repetition of a phrase or word at the end of several sentences, 

also called Anaphora.  

Epitaph  a phrase or form of words written in memory of a person who has 

died, especially as an inscription on a tombstone. 
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Epistolary  Relating to the writing of letters- an epistolary novel is a book written 

in the form of letters.  

Epistrophe  A succession of sentences, phrases, clauses that all end with the 

same word or group of words. 

Epithalamiun  12. a song or poem in honor of a bride and bridegroom. 

Epithet  13. A term used as a descriptive and qualifying substitute for the name of 

a person, place or thing. Sometimes used as a term of abuse.  

Epizeuxis  14. Emphasising an idea using one word repetition.  

Epoch  15. A particular period of time in history.  

Eponymous  16. A terms used to describe a match in a title and a specific name; a 

work that is named after someone or something (King Lear, Macbeth, 

Jayne Eyre) 

Eristic  17. Communicating with the aim of winning the argument regardless of 

truth. The idea is not necessarily to lie, but to present the 

communication so cleverly that the audience is persuaded by the 

power of the presentation. 

Erotema  18. A 'rhetorical question', where a question is asked to which no answer 

is expected. 

Establishment  19. Refers to how texts begin involving the introduction of characters, 

establishing places and time. 

Ethopoeia 20. The act of putting oneself into the character of another to convey 

that persons feelings and thoughts more vividly. 

Euphemism  21. a mild or indirect word or expression substituted for one considered to 

be too harsh or blunt when referring to something unpleasant or 

embarrassing. 

Euphony The quality of being pleasing to the ear, contrast with cacophony.  

Evanescence  To gradually fade away.  

Excipient  an inactive substance that serves as the vehicle or medium for 

another substance. 

Excursus  22. a detailed discussion of a particular point in a book, usually in an 

appendix. 

Extempore  Spoken or done without preparation.  

Fable  A short allegorical story with a moral.  

Feminism  (see literary theories section)  

Feminine Rhyme  A rhyme of two syllables where the last is unstressed. A masculine 

rhyme has a stressed syllable at the end of it.  

Figurative  Not a literal use of words but metaphorical. You say your hands are 

frozen, or you are so hungry you could eat a horse. That's being 

figurative. 

Fin de siecle  Relating to a period of time- meaning the end of the century.  

First-person narrative  A story told using 'I'- a story told through the perspective of the 

character who the events of the plot happen to.  

Foot  The basic unit for describing metre, usually consisting of a certain 

number and combination of stressed and unstressed syllables. 

Form  The aspects of a text in its totality that enable it to be identified as a 

novel, poem or play.  

Free indirect discourse  1. Free indirect discourse is a big clunky phrase that describes a special 

type of third-person narration that slips in and out of characters' 

consciousness. In other words, characters' thoughts, feelings, and 

words are filtered through the third-person narrator in free indirect 

discourse. Often used in Modernist writing- it's a way of emulating and 

getting into the head of the characters.  

Free Verse  2. Verse in which the metre and line length vary, and in which there is 

no discernible pattern of rhyme- it is 'free'.  

Fulcrum  a thing that plays a central or essential role in an activity, event, or 

situation. 

Funereal  having the mournful, sombre character appropriate to a funeral. 
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Genre  Works of literature tend to conform to certain types or kinds. All the resources 

of linguistic patterning, both stylistic and structural, contribute to a sense of a 

work's genre- epic, pastoral, satire, elegy.  

Georgic  A poem or book dealing with agriculture or rural topics.  

Haptic  Relating to the sense of touch.  

Harmatia  Error committed by a tragic hero or heroine which leads to their downfall. 

Hermetic  Seal or closure- airtight.  

Heterocosm  A separate or alternative world 

Hermenutic  Concerning interpretation.  
Heroic Couplets  In English poetry, a sequence of couplets rhymed in pairs (AA, BB, 

CC) using iambic pentameter.  

Heterodiegetic  A heterodiegetic narrator does not take part in the narrated action. 

S/he is therefore not a character of the story that is told. Very often a 

heterodiegetic narrator is omniscient (all knowing) or has at least a 

detailed overview of what is going on at any place of the story at 

any time. S/he usually has an insight into people’s thoughts and 

feelings as well. 

Hendiadys  Using two nouns linked by a conjunction to express a single complex 

idea- using two words to explain the same idea  

Heuristic  Emabling a person to discover or learn something for themselves.  

Homodiegetic  A homodiegtic narrator is a character in the narrated world that s/he 

describes. 
Homograph  1. each of two or more words spelled the same but not necessarily 

pronounced the same and having different meanings and origins 

(e.g. bow (a knot) and bow (bowing to the queen)). 
Homonym  2. each of two or more words having the same spelling or 

pronunciation but different meanings and origins 

(e.g. pole1 and pole2). 
Homophone  each of two or more words having the same pronunciation but 

different meanings, origins, or spelling (e.g. new and knew/ maid or 

made). 
Hubris  Excessive pride or self-confidence 

Hypallage  A literary device that reverses the normal order of two words ex. 'her beauty's 

face'  

Hyperbaton  A figure of speech in which words that naturally belong together are 

separated from each other for emphasis or effect.  

Hyperbole  Exaggeration or overstatement for rhetorical effect  

Hypophora  When a speaker asks aloud what his enemies have to say for themselves and 

then doesn't wait for their answer but answers it for themselves.  

Hypsos  Great or worthy writing 

Iambic Pentameter  
In a line of poetry, an iamb is a foot or beat consisting of an 

unstressed syllable followed by a stressed syllable, or a short syllable 

followed by a long syllable. 

pentameter is a line of verse consisting of five metrical feet. When put 

together, iambic pentameter may be defined as a line of verse 

consisting of five metrical feet where each foot consists of an 

unstressed syllable and a stressed syllable. 
Iconography  the visual images and symbols used in a work of art or the study or 

interpretation of these. 
Ideology  The attitudes, values and assumptions that the text contains and 

which readers are expected to share- although they don't have to.  

Idiolect  the speech habits peculiar to a particular person. 

Idiom  A phrase specific to a languge or culture.  

Ignoratio Elenchi  Irrelevant conclusion.  

  

https://www.google.co.uk/search?rlz=1C2OPRA_enGB570GB570&biw=1366&bih=667&q=define+bow&sa=X&ei=StcEVMHJF-mv0QWE7YDwDA&ved=0CCIQgCswAA
https://www.google.co.uk/search?rlz=1C2OPRA_enGB570GB570&biw=1366&bih=667&q=define+bow&sa=X&ei=StcEVMHJF-mv0QWE7YDwDA&ved=0CCMQgCswAA
https://www.google.co.uk/search?biw=1366&bih=667&q=define+pole&sa=X&ei=0dcEVITSAafO0QW0k4GYAQ&ved=0CCIQgCswAA
https://www.google.co.uk/search?biw=1366&bih=667&q=define+pole&sa=X&ei=0dcEVITSAafO0QW0k4GYAQ&ved=0CCMQgCswAA
https://www.google.co.uk/search?biw=1366&bih=667&q=define+new&sa=X&ei=hdcEVLSsKsbB0QXTrICABw&ved=0CCIQgCswAA
https://www.google.co.uk/search?biw=1366&bih=667&q=define+knew&sa=X&ei=hdcEVLSsKsbB0QXTrICABw&ved=0CCMQgCswAA
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Imagery  Gustatory imagery - imagery to do with taste  

Olfactory imagery- imagery relating to scent/ smell 

Tactile imagery- imagery relating to touch 

Aural imagery- imagery relating to hearing  

Impasto  the process or technique of laying on paint or pigment thickly so that 

it stands out from a surface. 

Impressionism  a literary or artistic style that seeks to capture a feeling or experience 

rather than to achieve accurate depiction. 

Indirect Speech  Speech that is reported by the narrator, giving a version of the words 

spoken rather than the words themselves. 

Inexpressibility Topos  A poetic device where the writer says something is indescribable. 

Inexorable  Impossible to stop or prevent.  

Interior Monologue  The inside thoughts and ideas of a character  

Intertextuality  The presence of other texts in the text under discussion.  

Invective  insulting, abusive, or highly critical language. 

Irony  the expression of one's meaning by using language that normally 

signifies the opposite, typically for humorous or emphatic effect. 

Isocolon 1. Isocolon is a rhetorical device that involves a succession of 

sentences, phrases and clauses of grammatically equal length. In this 

figure of speech, a sentence has a parallel structure that is made up 

of words, clauses or phrases of equal length, sound, meter and 

rhythm. 

Kenning  1. a compound expression in Old English and Old Norse poetry with 

metaphorical meaning, e.g. oar-steed = ship. 

 
Kunstleroman  a story which details the growth of a character as an artist. Related 

to Bildungsroman.  
Lachrymosity  Shedding tears  
Lacrimae Rerum  The Latin phrase for the 'tears of things'- the tragedy of life.   
Lacuna  An unfilled space or gap.  
Lapsarian  Of or pertaining to the fall of man from innocence, especially to the 

role of women in that fall. 

Latinate  Having the character of Latin.  

Leitmotif  a recurrent theme throughout a musical or literary composition, 

associated with a particular person, idea, or situation. 

Litotes  1. ironical understatement in which an affirmative is expressed by the 

negative of its contrary (e.g. I shan't be sorry for I shall be glad ). 

Locus amoenus  1. A locus amoenus is usually a beautiful, shady lawn or open 

woodland, or a group of idyllic islands, sometimes with connotations 

of Eden.  

Lyric  A short poem giving thoughts and/ or feelings of a single speaker  

Lyrical  Song-like, expressing feeling.  
Manuscript  Usually a hand-written version of a text, either a completed text or a draft of 

a text, written before the final publicised version.  

Mercurial  subject to sudden or unpredictable changes of mood or mind. 
Metafiction  Fiction that is about fiction- about the art of telling stories. Stories that draw 

attention to their own fictional status.  

Metamorphosis  A transformation, something or someone undergoes a change in form or 

appearance. 

Metaphor  The transfer of a quality or attribute from one thing or idea to another in such 

a way as to imply some resemblance between the two things or ideas: 'his 

eyes blazed' implies his eyes become like fire. Essentially a metaphor is a 

comparison.  

Metonymy  A figure of speech in which a term is substituted for something close to it; for 

example, referring to the police as 'the law'  

Metre  The scheme of versification in any given poem, referring to the 

pattern of stresses that constitutes the regular rhythm  (eg. Iambic 

Pentameter) 
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Milieu  The social and cultural context.  

Mimesis  Imitating/ representing the real world in art and literature.  

Mock-heroic/ Mock-

epic 

A style of writing that treats ordinary, everyday, or relatively trivial 

subjects in an epic way, as if they are worthy for heroic treatment in 

order to ridicule them. 

Modesty Topos  A figure of speech in which the narrator emphasises their inability/ 

inadequacy to write. 

Momento Mori  A reminder of death.  

Monolithinc  Formed of a single block  

Monomanicala  Obssessed by one thing.  

Monorhyme  A rhyme scheme in which all lines rhyme (aaa)   

Monosyllabic  One syllable  

Myth a traditional story, especially one concerning the early history of a 

people or explaining a natural or social phenomenon, and typically 

involving supernatural beings or events. 

Nadir   

Narrative  Involves how the events and causes are shown, and the various 

methods used to do this showing.  

Narrative Poem  1. Narrative poetry is a form of poetry that tells a story, often making use 

of the voices of a narrator and characters as well; the entire story is 

usually written in metred verse. The poems that make up this genre 

may be short or long, and the story it relates to may be complex. 

Naturalism  (in art and literature) a style and theory of representation based on 

the accurate depiction of detail. 

Neologism  a newly coined word or expression. 

Nom de plume/ 

Pseudonym 

an assumed name used by a writer instead of their real name; a pen-

name. 

Nomenclature  Another word for naming things- Cats is a nomenclature for a furry, 

domesticated animal.  

Obliquely  Indirectly  

Occupatio  a rhetorical device (also known under the Greek name para‐lipsis) by 

which a speaker emphasizes something by pretending to pass over 

it: ‘I will not mention the time when...’   

Oligarchy  A form of government in which the power is in the hands of an 

individual or a small group.  

Oneiric  Relating to dreams or dreaming.  

Onomatopoeia  The use of words or sounds which appear to resemble the sounds 

which they describe, snap, crackle, pop.  

Opines  State an opinion.  

Orthography  Another word for spelling 

Ostensible  Represented/ appearing as such.  

Oxymoron  1. a figure of speech in which apparently contradictory terms appear in 

conjunction (e.g.faith unfaithful kept him falsely true ). 

Palindrome  a word, phrase, or sequence that reads the same backwards as 

forwards, e.g.madam or nurses run. 

Panegyric  2. a public speech or published text in praise of someone or something. 

Panopticon  1. a circular prison with cells arranged around a central well, from 

which prisoners could at all times be observed. 

Parachesis  2. Repetition of the same sound in several words in close succession. 

Paradox  3. a seemingly absurd or contradictory statement or proposition which 

when investigated may prove to be well founded or true. 

Paralanguage  1. the non-lexical component of communication by speech, for 

example intonation, pitch and speed of speaking, hesitation noises, 

gesture, and facial expression. 
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Parataxis  1. Parataxis is a literary technique, in writing or speaking, that favors 

short, simple sentences, with the use of coordinating rather than 

subordinating conjunctions. Example, 'I came, I saw, I conquered'.  

Parody  3. an imitation of the style of a particular writer, artist, or genre with 

deliberate exaggeration for comic effect. 

Pastiche  an artistic work in a style that imitates that of another work, artist, or 

period. 

Pastoral  a work of literature portraying an idealized version of country life. 

Pathetic Fallacy  4. The attribution of human feelings and responses to objects, natural 

phenomena or animals. 

Pathos  5. The feeling of pity or sorrow evoked by a text. 

Patriarchal 6. A social structure which places the man/father in a position of 

authority and power' hence, the dominant rule of men over women. 

Pejorative  7. expressing contempt or disapproval. 

Penultimate  8. last but one in a series of things; second last. 

Performative  9. Refers to a thing or state that is created through speech and/ or 

action, as in the statement 'I now pronounce you man and wife' 

Peripateia  10. A reversal of fortune. The term comes from Aristotle.  

Periphrasis  11. Indirect speech, where someone goes around the point and is usually 

long-winded. Using more words than necessary. The substitution of 

many or several words where one would suffice; usually to avoid 

using that particular word. 

Persona  12. The character who speaks a poem ie. a created voice, not the voice 

of the author. 

Personification also 

called Prosopopoeia  

13. A figure of speech that gives human traits to animals, objects or 

ideas. 

Phalanx  14. a body of troops or police officers standing or moving in close 

formation. 

Phallologocentric  15. Seen from the perspective of the male and male sexuality.  

Phenomenology  The science of phenomena as distinct from that of the nature of 

being. An approach that concentrates on the study of consciousness 

and the objects of direct experience. 

Picturesque  (of a place or building) visually attractive, especially in a quaint or 

charming way. Also means artifically constucted as an artist creates 

and chooses what to draw- so does a writer- so the idea of the 

picturesque is created by man and not necessarily naturally 

occurring.  

Piquant  having a pleasantly sharp taste or appetizing flavour. 

Platitude  a remark or statement, especially one with a moral content, that has 

been used too often to be interesting or thoughtful. 

Play-within-a-play A short play presented in the course of the bigger play or action ie. in 

Hamlet. Sometimes this can be a mise en abyme- where the smaller 

play relfects the bigger play or is related to it.   

Plethora  A large excessive amount of something.  

Pleonasm  1. the use of more words than are necessary to convey meaning 

(e.g. see with one's eyes ), either as a fault of style or for emphasis. 

Ploce  A rhetorical term for the repetition of a word or name, often with a 

different sense, after the intervention of one or more other words. 

Plosive  A consonantal sound where the passage of air in the mouth is 

blocked, such as 'p', 'b', 't'. A bi-labial plosive is made with the lips, 'p' 

and 'b'. A dental plosive is made by blocking the passage of air with 

the tongue and the teeth 'd', 't'. A uvulvar plosive is made right at the 

back of the throat 'q', 'g'. 

http://grammar.about.com/od/terms/a/rhetermstype07.htm
http://grammar.about.com/od/rs/a/repetitionterm.htm
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Plot  The chain of causes and circumstances which connect the various 

events and places into some sort of relationship with each other. 

Poetry  literary work in which the expression of feelings and ideas is given 

intensity by the use of distinctive style and rhythm; poems collectively 

or as a genre of literature. 

3 Rules of Poetry 

-says a lot in a few words 

-puts images in the readers mind 

- readers decide what the images mean 

Poet Laureate  A poet appointed by the government or monarch, who is expected 

to write poems to commemorate State occasions and other 

significant national events 

Polyphonic  involving many sounds or voices.   

Polyseme  A word which has multiple meanings.  

Polysendeton  Opposite of asyndeton, where multiple conjunctions are used ex. 

chips and beans and fish and eggs and peas. 

Prefix  a word, letter, or number placed before another such as the 'royal' in 

'royal family'.  

Prelapsarian  Before the fall- before Eve ate the fruit from the tree of knowledge ie. 

a time of simplicity and innocence before sexual knowledge and 

evilness.  

Prolepsis  Prolepsis  is another word for flashforward. Analepsis means 

flashback.  

Pragmatographic  Pragmatographia is description of an action (such as a battle, a 

feast, a marriage, a burial, etc.). A kind of enargia. It is used in plays 

to describe what happened off stage, or unseen events.  

Prose  'Normal' speech in paragraphs and not poetry 

Protagonist  the leading character or one of the major characters in a play, film, 

novel, etc. 

Protreptic  The ability to persuade through language.  

Proverb  A short sentence which people quote to give advice or to tell 

something about life. 

Pun / Paranomasia  A play on words for comical effect. Also called paronomasia.  

Quatrain  A verse stanza of four lines, often rhyming abab.  

Quotidian  The everyday- something ordinary   

Quixotic  extremely idealistic; unrealistic and impractical. 

Realism The attempt to portray human existence accurately, life as it is lived 

in literary works 

Refrain  A repeated line, phrase or group of lines, which recurs at regular 

intervals through a poem or song, usually at the end of a stanza.  

Register  Different types of grouped vocabulary used by an individual, 

including scientific, medical, commercial, legal, psychological, 

theological.   

Reification  Regarding something abstract as a material thing  

Roman a clef  1. a novel in which real people or events appear with invented names. 

Repetition  Saying something over again  

Replete  Full of something  

Resolution  The point at which the chief dramatic complication is worked out, 

signalling the dawn of a new period of time in the imagined world of 

the play, where hopefully the mistakes will not be made.  

Revelation  The offering of information to the audience about the characters 

and their situations.  

Rhetoric  The art of using words effectively.   
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Semantic field  A set of words connected in meaning or association. For example, 

the various terms associated with music (guitar, soprano, classical, 

treble clef). In literature, the semantic field of a text can usually help 

determine its genre. 

Semblance  the outward appearance or apparent form of something, especially 

when the reality is different. 

Sensibility  An individual's capacity to sympathise with the sufferings of others 

and/ or the capacity to be affected by the beauties of art, literature 

and landscape. 

Sesquipedalian  Characterised by long words  

Setting  The location where something takes place. 

Sfumento  1. the technique of allowing tones and colours to shade gradually into 

one another, producing softened outlines or hazy forms. 

Sibilant  2. hissing sound  

Simile  3. A comparison between two objects or ideas which is introduced by 

'like' or 'as'. The literal object which evokes the comparison is called 

the tenor and the object which describes it is called the vehicle. So in 

the simile 'the car wheezed like an asthmatic donkey' the car is the 

tenor and the 'asthmatic donkey' is the vehicle. 

Simulacrum  4. An image or representaton of something.  

Soliloquy  5. A speech spoken by a character who is alone- speaking their true, 

innermost thoughts solus (alone) loqui (speech). 

Sonnet  A poem on the subject of love. sonnetto little song octave and sestet 

(pressure and release/ anguish and consolation  

Italiian ABBA ABBA CDC DCD 

6. Shakespearea/ English ABAB CDCD EFEF GG 

Speaker  The person who speaks.  

Sprezzatura  The ability to appear that there is seemingly little effort used to attain 

success. The art of being able to show that that one is able to 

deceive. 

Stanza  Another word for a verse.  

Stichomythia  dialogue in which two characters speak alternate lines  

Stream of 

consciousness  

Narrative that attempts to follow the thoughts of a character, giving 

the reader access to private opinions and emotions.  

Stress  An emphasis in verse.  

Strophic  A repeated verse.  

Structure  How the significant parts of a text work together to form a whole 

Sub-plot  A secondary plot which parallels events of the main point of a drama 

or novel.  

Subject/ Object  • the subject is the "person/thing doing the action"; 

• the object is the "person/thing receiving or affected by the 

action". 

 

Rhetorical Question  A question which doesn't need an answer and is instead used to 

make a point.  

Rhyme  correspondence of sound between words or the endings of words, 

especially when these are used at the ends of lines of poetry. 

Rhythm  The pattern of stressed and unstressed syllables in verse or prose.  

Satire  A mode of personal, social, or political critique, satire is typified by 

indirect methods, seeming, for instance, to condone and approve of 

that which it (really) deplores  

Scatological  Obscene language or literature, especially that dealing with 

excrement and excretory functions.  

Semantics / Semiotic Branch of linguistics concerned with meaning/ the study of meaning-

making  
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Suffix  A morpheme added at the end of a word to form a derivative (e.g. -

ation, -fy, -ing, -itis). Opposite of prefix.  

Syllable  The smallest unit of speech. Monosyllables contain only one syllable 

'dog', 'big', 'shoe'. Polysyllables contain more than one syllable. 

Symbol  An image that can have a number of possible meanings. Something 

that stands for something else. The connection is usually not directly 

stated and so the reader is expected to recognise the symbol of 

what it represents. 

Syncatabasis  Adopting a level/ style suitable for he audience addressed. 

Synecdoche  A figure of speech where a part of an object is used to represent the 

whole. e.g., "There are fifty head of cattle." (Head is substituting for 

the whole animal). "Show a leg!" (naval command to get out of bed 

= show yourself) 

Synergy  Putting two things together- making something greater 

Synonym  a word or phrase that means exactly or nearly the same as another 

word or phrase in the same language, for example shut is a synonym 

of close. 

Syntax  the arrangement of words and phrases to create well-formed 

sentences in a language. 

Tabula Rasa  the human mind, especially at birth, viewed as having no innate 

ideas. 

 

Tautology  Unnecessary repetition of words or phrases in close proximity  

Taxonomy  The classification of something  

Tenebrism  Painting with lots of shadows and dark colours in creating a very 

dramatic effect with light and shade.  

Theme  A central topic of discussion.  

Three Unities  Action, time and place. If a play observes the three unities it will 

feature action that is sequential, takes place in one day and in one 

specific place.  

Tone  The general character of a piece of writing.  

Topography  Another word for setting or the place of the text's action. 

Topos  a traditional theme or formula in literature. 

Trompe l'oeil  visual illusion in art, especially as used to trick the eye into perceiving 

a painted detail as a three-dimensional, real-looking object. 

Trope  A general term for a figure of speech which includes metaphors, 

similes, allegory, hyperbole, irony, synecdoche, metonymy, animism, 

anthropomorphism, prosopopeia. Using words not in their literal sense.  

Utopian  A utopia is an idealized or perfect state, its opposite dystopia, a 

nightmarishly chaotic depiction of the universe.  

Valediction  The action of saying farewell. 

Vernacular  Language used in its ordinary everyday context/ the language or 

dialect spoken by the ordinary people of a country or region. 

Verse  writing arranged with a metrical rhythm, typically having a rhyme. 

Visceral  relating to deep inward feelings 

Weltscmerz  A feeling of melancholy (depression)- where you are fed up with the 

world.  

Zenith Highest point of something. A nadir is its opposite meaning the 

lowest/ most unsuccessful point of something.   

Zeugma  A device where one word is applied in two completely different 

senses, as in Pope's 'stain her Honour, or her new Brocade', where the 

verb 'stain' is applied literally to the noun 'Brocade', but 

metaphorically to the noun 'Honour'. 

 


