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Year 11 Transition Work: A level Drama  

 

Welcome to A Level Drama 

To support your transition into A Level, have a look at the following activities: 

Why Theatre? 

You will be responding to this question in your first few lessons.  You do not need to write 

anything down (though notes would be useful) or send it in, but you should be ready to discuss 

this in the first few lessons. 

You can answer the question in a number of ways: 

1. Personal Response:  Why have you chosen to study drama and theatre?  What do you 

enjoy about the subject?  What experiences have you had that have been positive?  What 

productions have you seen, what impact did they have on you?  What workshops have 

you been involved in?  Think about how theatre engaged you in your response. 

2. Discursive Response:  In an age of virtual reality, mobile screens, cinema and television, is 

theatre a dead art form?  Think about the experience of live theatre as a communal event.  

What is the relevance of theatre in a modern world?  Think about the different styles of 

theatre and different theatre forms in your response. 

3. Artistic Response:  Thinking about the way theatre communicates, how might you create 

a new piece of theatre that communicates to a modern audience?  Draw on your 

experiences of creating theatre and watching theatre in your response. 

Build Knowledge:  Theory 

Build your knowledge of the different practitioners and their purpose for theatre and their 

approach to creating it:  

• Practitioners 

Bertolt Brecht:  Bertolt Brecht – a brief background - Epic theatre and Brecht - GCSE 

Drama Revision - BBC Bitesize 

An introduction to Brechtian theatre - YouTube 

Konstantin Stanislavski:  

Konstantin Stanislavski - Naturalism and Stanislavski - GCSE Drama Revision - BBC 

Bitesize 

Movement Direction: Creating Character - YouTube 

Chekhov: The Seagull - YouTube 

Theatre De Complicite:  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zwmvd2p/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zwmvd2p/revision/1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l-828KqtTkA
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zxn4mp3/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zxn4mp3/revision/1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1RRc4tq2kpE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nsWX1FjCt_o
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The nature of Physical theatre - Physical theatre - GCSE Drama Revision - BBC Bitesize 

Complicite - YouTube 

Build you knowledge of the elements of theatre: 

• Costume 

The purpose of costume design - Costume design - Edexcel - GCSE Drama Revision - Edexcel - 

BBC Bitesize 

 

A Day in the Life of a Dresser - YouTube 

 

• Set Design 

The purpose of set design - Set design - Edexcel - GCSE Drama Revision - Edexcel - BBC Bitesize 

 

Designing Emil and the Detectives - YouTube 

 

• Lighting Design 

The purpose of lighting design - Lighting design - Edexcel - GCSE Drama Revision - Edexcel - 

BBC Bitesize 

 

The Art of Theatre Lighting - War Horse for The National Theatre - YouTube 

 

• Sound Design 

The purpose of sound design - Sound design - Edexcel - GCSE Drama Revision - Edexcel - BBC 

Bitesize 

Designing Sound for Theatre - YouTube 

• Directing 

Creative Careers: Introducing Directing with the National Theatre's Clint Dyer - 

YouTube 

 

• Acting 

Voice: An Actor's Warm-Up | Voice - YouTube 

Creating character shape: Commedia dell'Arte: Character Shape - YouTube 

Movement RashDash: Devising Masterclass - YouTube 

 

Watch a production 

If you are unable to watch a live performance, log into Digital Theatre Plus 

Digital Theatre+ - Sign In (digitaltheatreplus.com) 

Username: user.sydenham - Password: reader@3761 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/ztfk6sg/revision/1
https://www.youtube.com/c/CompliciteCompany
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z7skbdm/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z7skbdm/revision/1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=widLgDuK-nk&list=PL38C3370FBD126CA8
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zjp4vk7/revision/1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MeARm369J08
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zhg7kmn/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zhg7kmn/revision/1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uY4oNW6s_y0
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zvdp2sg/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zvdp2sg/revision/1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MGtX9P8gDI8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CKHenR2voUQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CKHenR2voUQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CFXqyl4C1J4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JJEwuurzDe4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=47QhuLMLDL8&list=PLJgBmjHpqgs4s6c0MrG-pniFOTtvKncpG
https://auth.digitaltheatreplus.com/
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You can choose to watch any production.  Select to watch live theatre that has been 
recorded.  You can select by title, genre, theme or people.  Click on titles: 

 
 

Then select form: 

 

This will give you a list 

of different forms of 

theatre.  Choose what 

you think interests you.  

You can always stop 

watching if you do not 

like the production. 

 

 

 

What is the style of this production?  Is it more like the work of Brecht, Stanislavski or Theatre 

De Complicite? 

What are the key features that tell you this? 

How does the production engage you as an audience member? 

Think about direction, set, sound, light, costume and, of course, acting. 

Go back to the question:  Why Theatre?  Have you ideas changed at all? 

 


